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**For immediate release**  
 
Peace Div idend Trust re leases report on job creat ion in Afghanistan 
The report highlights how local procurement is setting in motion employment and investment  
 
NEW YORK, September 19, 2011 –– Peace Dividend Trust (PDT) today released a report entitled, 
Job Creat ion in Afghanistan :  Putt ing Aid to Work. It sheds light on jobs created as a result 
of international spending and local procurement. The results are based on a survey undertaken with 
Kabul businesses that won international contracts from 2006 to 2011.  
 
Based on the survey results, it is estimated that from 2006 until the end of March 2011, 
approximately 118,000 jobs were created or sustained through PDT’s Marketplace project. In the 
first three months of 2011, locally awarded contracts from international organizations led to the 
creation of the equivalent of 35,000 jobs lasting for six months.  
 
Among the reports other findings: 
 

• During contracts, businesses expanded their employee base on average by over 300%.  
• For the typical contract, one month of employment was created or sustained for every 

$600 spent.  
• The majority of businesses invested profits in both physical capital (purchase of equipment, 

etc.) and increasing the skills of their staff.  
 
“Based on the data collected for this report, findings show that procurement of Afghan goods and 
services by the international community has created several thousands of jobs,” says PDT CEO 
Scott Gilmore. “It is imperative that the international community assists Afghans to continue this 
process. Local procurement is one of the ways Afghanistan can continue to create employment and 
investment required to achieve a sustainable economy.”  
 
This report and project was supported by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 
and the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID).  
 
About Peace Dividend Trust 
Peace Dividend Trust builds markets, creates jobs and sustains peace in developing countries by 
championing local entrepreneurs and connecting them to new business opportunities.  
 
Operating in Afghanistan, Haiti and Liberia, PDT has redirected over $1billion in international 
spending into these local economies and created the first ever mission start-up guide for the launch 
of new U.N. peacekeeping operations.  In 2010, the Skoll Foundation recognized PDT as one of a 
handful of social enterprises affecting measurable and sustainable change in the developing 
world.  U.S. President Obama awarded the organization the G20 SME Finance Challenge prize at 
the annual heads of state gathering in Seoul, Korea in November 2010. For more information, 
please visit www.peacedividendtrust.org. 	  


